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SOURCE Officer of an Italian merchant ship.

Source's ship arrived in Odansk 17 Feb 54 with a cargo of 9600 tomns of iren
ore from Mormugao, Portuguese India. It discharged 1ts cergo and left Gdansk
24 Feb 54 4n ballast for Kiel.

[The Office of Navel Intelligence, SND, in Report No. 19-(-5k, furnished the
following ixzformation to CIA for IAC Gissemination in accordance with para-
graph 3c of NSCID #7.7

o . 1. My ship lefi Mormugeo, Fortuguese India on 10 Jan 54 with a cargo of 9600
tous of high-grade (50 per cent) iron ore and arrived at Gdansk on 17 Feb S5h.
About one and one~half to two miles from the harbor entrance a pilot came
aboard who &irscted the ghip to the dock on the test side of the ore-londing
depot (54° 23' 20" K, 18° 40’ 17" E). Upon arrival et the dock a thorough
search lasting four to five hours waso conducted by 30 armed men, and a more
perfunctory search was done at the time of departure. While tied up at the
dock there were three aimed guards on duty, oae each at the bow, the stern,
end the gangway. The membexrs of the crew were permitted to go ashore ZLreely,
remain overnight, and they were issusd passes at the gangway on leaving the
ship.

Vessgels Observed

. I saw one Finnish and omne Soviet oceen-going ship while in Gdansk harbor;
one Polish ohip, the "Warszawa" about the size of my ship; one UK vessel,
the "Argolid" which was loading coal on the east side of the harbor describved
es the Coal Tips on H. O. Chart #4928. As my ship entered the harbor I obe
served three cr four unarmed Soviet ice-breakers. On leaviag Gdansk my ship
was icebound ocutside the harbor until we were invited tn follow & Soviet ice-
bresker that was leading the way for a smaller Soviet ship. The Boviet ice-
breaker did an excellent job and I believe that aa.l the Soviet ice~breakers
were berthed in the Treihafen (54° 24' 30" N, - 18° 34t 30" E), Juet ineide the
breakwater, I saw no naval vessels while in Gdansk.

R

Port Facilities

3. My ship experienced desmage to various pipes, ete., while passing through the ice
upon entering the herbor, and these necessary repairs were effected while in
Udansk., Several electric cranes were used to unload the irom ore from my ship,
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and the cranes appeared to be in excellent condition. However, the workers
et the pler who appeared to be Polish 41d not accomplish much although they
worked long hours. Some of the workers stayed until midnight, but omly one
hour's work was actually accomplished despite several hours' attempt at the
Job. The araft on my ship upon entering Gdansk was 28} feet and I Ao not
recall the draft when my ship left in tallaet.

Miscelleneous

4, There 15 a small ferry runaning from the end of the ore~loading depot across
the river and downstream about one-quarter mile to Neufahrwasser where the
office of my ship's agents was located. My ship's stores needed replenish-
ing and purchases were made from Baltona, the state-owned ship's chandlers.
The stock of goods hendled by Baltona is excellent tut only foreigner can
make purchases, and the Soviet ships bought heavily from the store. The
store I noted carried the Italian Communist newspupers. I quote from the
Baltona invoice of 18 Feb 54% with regard to ‘the items purchasad and the price
o the goods: . )

"Quantity Description Price Total
[ ] . [} ]
50 topt haeet Eread T - B 6.m
080 ¢+ ‘p Exp. Eggs U '

St ' por dosz. ' O.El ' 45.90
30 ' kg! + Melted Lard ' 045 J 13.50
30 ' xg! Pork Cutlata 10,88 ' 26.40
1050 UL Beef XH.§Q. ' 0,57 * 599.07
30 LI ¥Fr, Butter t 1.8l ' 36.30
20 L Pork Liver ' 0.5k ' 10.80
10 L. Sourorout 0.2 ' 1.20

50 L Exp., Hens t 110 ! 55.~

I 50 LI Fr. Codling t 0.20 ' 10,=
‘50 - Pr. Apples ¢ 0.85 4 12.50
2.5 L Celexy ' 0.30 ' 0.75
25 + v Parsley ' 0.30 0.75
1.00 L Potatoss t 3,70 ' 3.7C

25 Vo Edsm Cheese ' 0.80 ! 20.~
2E L Tilait Cheease ' 0.80 ! 20.~ -
Wy o Rosat Bea? ' 0,76 \113.2h
: Total ! ] ! 975,11

- 5% disc, for the Ownexr ' . ' 48,
, 8 . . 986,35

Bays Nino hundreds and twenty-six and 35/100 dollezs.”

5. ¥hile visiting in tho city I noted very few goods for sale in the shop vindows,
and the available iteme wers very highly priced. As exsmples, & peir of shoes
were priced at 600-T00 gloties, and watclies at 5001000 sloties. The black
market vas sctive and membera of the crew were solicited to make exchanges since
they wers not alloved to possess Polish currancy. Tha articles the crew members
barterad vere in exchange for "sntertainment”. The eity of Gdynia offered more
entertainment for the sesmen thaz Gdonsk &s the latter city ceemed to oe "uourn-
2ng". The ¢ity of Gdmnsk weu covered witih ice and snow, and I noticed no fortie
fications nor encountered any restrlsted aress. I 4id see sevoeral Jet plenas
over Gdensk which aypesred to ecome from the wess.
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Transportation Facilities Between Gdansk and Gdynia
There are several modes of transportation availlable between Gdansk and Gdynia

“including taxi service, electric streetcar, bus aud Diesel train. The taxi

tokes 40 minutes for the trip and costs 150 zloties. The electric w'reetcar
does not gc all the way into Gdynia but stops at the outskirts of the city
vwhere it 1s necessary to take & bus the remaining distance. The trip by
streetcar also takes about 40 minutes and the car on this route is #7. At
Glansk an electric sireetcar #3 goes to the Neufahrwasser ferry which crosees
to the dock near where my ship was located. Inthe daytime the buses leave
every helf hour and in the evening the sarvice is. one per hour until midnight,
after which service 1s suspend.d until 6:00 A.M.

The highway between Gdansk and Gdynia appears to be in good condition, although
in gome places work l1s still in projrecs which aress are marked by red night
lights and tcol cars. The taxi in which I wes riding from Gdynie to Gdonsk
mede o detour about one-quarter of a mile on ‘the right side of the road as

we approached Gdansk. Tae highvay 1s dual-lane, smooth sur®aced, and divided
in the center by a tree~lined atrip of unpaved earth. The electric street-

car tracks run on both sides of the highway.

7end- ' '
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